
 

Financial Fresh Start 
Wisdom & Warnings  

January 17, 2021 

Ecclesiastes 7:18 (The Message) 
18 It’s best to stay in touch with both sides of an issue. A person who fears God deals responsibly with all 
of reality, not just a piece of it. 

I. The Source of Money 

Work is the pipeline God uses to get us money...  
but neither the money nor the job are our source. 

Genesis 2:15 (ESV) 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 

Exodus 34:21 (NLT) 
21 “You have six days each week for your ordinary work, but on the seventh day you must stop working,  
even during the seasons of plowing and harvest. 

2 Thessalonians 3:10 (GW) 
10 While we were with you, we gave you the order: “Whoever doesn’t want to work shouldn’t be 
allowed to eat.” 

Colossians 3:23 (GNB) 
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as though you were working for the Lord and not for 
human beings. 

Proverbs 22:29 (NASB95) 
29 Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will stand before kings; He will not stand before obscure 
men. 

Proverbs 12:11 (GW) 
11 Whoever works his land will have plenty to eat, but the one who chases unrealistic dreams has no 
sense. 

Matthew 6:24–26 (GNB) 
24 “No one can be a slave of two masters; he will hate one and love the other; he will be loyal to one 
and despise the other.  
You cannot serve both God and money.  
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25 “This is why I tell you not to be worried about the food and drink you need in order to stay alive, or 
about clothes for your body.  
After all, isn’t life worth more than food? And isn’t the body worth more than clothes?  
26 Look at the birds: they do not sow seeds, gather a harvest and put it in barns; yet your  
Father in heaven takes care of them! Aren’t you worth much more than birds?  

II. The Danger of Money 

God uses my money to solve some of my problems . . .   
but money is ALWAYS trying to fool me into the illusion of self-sufficiency.  

Ecclesiastes 7:11 (NLT) 
11 Wisdom is even better when you have money. Both are a benefit as you go through life. 

Ecclesiastes 9:7–9 (NASB95) 
7 Go then, eat your bread in happiness and drink your wine with a cheerful heart; for God has already 
approved your works. 
8 Let your clothes be white all the time, and let not oil be lacking on your head. 
9 Enjoy life with the woman whom you love all the days of your fleeting life which He has given to you 
under the sun;  
for this is your reward in life and in your toil in which you have labored under the sun. 

1 Timothy 6:17 (NLT) 
17 Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so 
unreliable.  
Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 

Mark 4:18–19 (ESV) 
18 And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the word,  
19 but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and 
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 

Mark 10:17–23 (NLT) 
17 As Jesus was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, a man came running up to him, knelt down, and 
asked,  
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked. “Only God is truly good.  
19 But to answer your question, you know the commandments: ‘You must not murder. You must not 
commit adultery.  
You must not steal. You must not testify falsely. You must not cheat anyone. Honor your father and 
mother.’”  
20 “Teacher,” the man replied, “I’ve obeyed all these commandments since I was young.”  
21 Looking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one thing you haven’t done,” he 
told him.  
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“Go and sell all your possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me.”  
22 At this the man’s face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions.  
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of 
God!” 

Proverbs 23:5 (NASB95) 
5 When you set your eyes on it, it is gone. For wealth certainly makes itself wings Like an eagle that flies 
toward the heavens. 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NLT) 
10 Those who love money will never have enough. How meaningless to think that wealth brings true 
happiness! 
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