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A good beginning doesn’t guarantee a good ending. 

Marriage should be a light to others.  
But it’s hard to stay bright without the flame. 

Genesis 25:20–23 (NLT) 
20 When Isaac was forty years old, he married Rebekah, ....  
21 Isaac pleaded with the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was unable to have children. The 
LORD answered Isaac’s prayer, and Rebekah became pregnant with twins.  
22 But the two children struggled with each other in her womb. So she went to ask the LORD about it. 
“Why is this happening to me?” she asked.  
23 And the LORD told her, “The sons in your womb will become two nations. From the very beginning, 
the two nations will be rivals. One nation will be stronger than the other; and your older son will serve 
your younger son.” 

Genesis 25:26 (CEV) 
26 …Isaac was sixty years old when they were born. 

Genesis 27:1–10, 13-17 (GNB) 
1 Isaac was now old and had become blind. He sent for his elder son Esau and said to him, “My son!” 
“Yes,” he answered.  
2 Isaac said, “You see that I am old and may die soon.  
3 Take your bow and arrows, go out into the country, and kill an animal for me.  
4 Cook me some of that tasty food that I like, and bring it to me. After I have eaten it, I will give you my 
final blessing before I die.”  
This is typically a big deal event, not some thing to members of the family do on their own.  
5 While Isaac was talking to Esau, Rebecca was listening. So when Esau went out to hunt,  
6 she said to Jacob, “I have just heard your father say to Esau,  
7 ‘Bring me an animal and cook it for me. After I have eaten it, I will give you my blessing in the presence 
of the LORD before I die.’  
8 Now, my son,” Rebecca continued, “listen to me and do what I say.  
9 Go to the flock and pick out two fat young goats, so that I can cook them and make some of that food 
your father likes so much.  
10 You can take it to him to eat, and he will give you his blessing before he dies.”  
... 
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13 His mother answered, “Let any curse against you fall on me, my son; just do as I say, and go and get 
the goats for me.”  
14 So he went to get them and brought them to her, and she cooked the kind of food that his father 
liked.  
15 Then she took Esau’s best clothes, which she kept in the house, and put them on Jacob.  
16 She put the skins of the goats on his arms and on the hairless part of his neck.  
17 She handed him the tasty food, together with the bread she had baked.  

How a good beginning can end in disappointment:  

1. The favored couple didn’t keep the fire burning for God. 

“All of the above. . . plus burning desire and confidence. I say burning desire because of the risk 
involved. If you want something so badly, you have a burning desire to do it, then you aren’t distracted 
by fear or risk or anything else.” - Mario Andretti 

2. As drift increased, darkness increased. 

Marriage should be a light to others.  
But it’s hard to stay bright without the flame. 
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