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Expressing the Love of the Father 

Ephesians 5:25–33 (ESV) 
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,  
26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word,  
27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 
that she might be holy and without blemish.  
28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
himself.  
29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church,  
30 because we are members of his body.  
31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh.”  
32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.  
33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 
husband. 

John 14:9 (ESV) 
9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

2 Corinthians 13:14 (NLT) 
14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all. 

Fellowship with Father is characterized by LOVE. 

What do we know about the Fathers love for us? 
God IS love. 

1 John 4:8 (CEV) 
8 God is love, and anyone who doesn’t love others has never known him. 

1 John 4:10 (ESV) 
10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 

Jesus came to reveal the character and heart of the Father. 
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John 1:18 (NLT) 
18 No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Father’s 
heart. He has revealed God to us. 

“At the best, many think there is no sweetness at all in the Father, except what is purchased at 
the high price of the blood of Christ. Now it is true. The blood of Christ is the way of 
communication, but the free fountain and spring of all love and grace and mercy is in the 
bosom of the Father. ” - John Owen, Communion with God 

There is no need to ask for the Father’s love. 

John 16:26–27 (NLT) 
26 Then you will ask in my name. I’m not saying I will ask the Father on your behalf,  
27 for the Father himself loves you dearly. 

Romans 5:8 (NLT) 
8 But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 

The Father’s love is compassionate, tender, and protective. 

Psalm 103:13 (NASB95) 
13 Just as a father has compassion on his children, So the Lord has compassion on those who 
fear Him. 

Isaiah 66:13 (NASB95) 
13 “As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you.” 

Psalm 23:1 (NASB95) 
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

Isaiah 40:11 (NASB95) 
11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He will gather the lambs And carry them in 
His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes. 

Matthew 23:37 (NASB95) 
37 “ How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under 
her wings. 

The Father loves you so much He offers you as a valuable gift to Jesus 
Himself. 

John 17:6 (NLT) 
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6 “I have revealed you to the ones you gave me from this world. They were always yours. You 
gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 

How do we respond the love of the Father? 

1. Have confidence about God’s intent to do good to you. 

Romans 5:6 (NLT) 
6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners. 

2. Rest in His victories on your behalf. Delight in His delighting in you. 

Zephaniah 3:17 (CEV) 
17 The Lord your God wins victory after victory and is always with you. He celebrates and sings 
because of you, and he will refresh your life with his love.” 

Psalm 73:25 (ESV) 
25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. 

3. Recognize how His love is different from yours. 

• While we have a duty to love God, God CHOOSES to love us. 

• God’s love Goes first we can only love in response. 

• God's love is constant while our love wanes. 

4. Believe that the Father loves you. 

5. Return His love 

Proverbs 23:26 (NLT) 
26 O my son, give me your heart. May your eyes take delight in following my ways. 

Five ways to love our spouse like God loves us. 

1. Since there is no need to ask for God’s love, our spouse should not have 
to work to get into or keep our favor. 
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2. Since we can have confidence that God wants to do us good, we should 
build confidence in our spouse that we want to do them good. 

3. Since God wants us to know that he delights in us, we should regularly 
communicate that we celebrate and delight in our spouse. 

4. Since God's love for us is constant and never wanes, we need to 
remember that love for our spouse is an action, not a feeling.  

5. In order to image Father God, we should not only communicate that we 
will never abandon our spouse, but we should reject all such thoughts. 
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