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1 Peter 4:12 (NLT) 
12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were 
happening to you. 

Luke 2:20 (NASB95) 
20 The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as 
had been told them. 

Matthew 2:13–16 (NASB95) 
13 Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is 
going to search for the Child to destroy Him.” 
14 So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 
15 He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 
16 Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and 
slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had determined from the magi. 

Matthew 11:28 (NLT) 
28 Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. 

Luke 9:23 (NLT) 
23 Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, 
take up your cross daily, and follow me. 

THREE NEW FIGHTS 

1. The fight against rejection on account of Jesus. 

Luke 8:21 (NLT) 
21 Jesus replied, “My mother and my brothers are all those who hear God’s word and obey it.” 
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2 Timothy 3:12 (NLT) 
12 Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 

2. The fight to love people with the right motives. 

3. The fight against your flesh. 

Galatians 5:17 (NLT) 
17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit 
gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly 
fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions. 

Romans 7:24–25 (NLT) 
24 Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death?  
25 Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

NEW PEACE 

A. You get new peace of conscience. 

Romans 8:1 (NLT) 
1 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 

B. You get new peace of identity. 

C. You get new peace for anxiety. 

Colossians 3:1 (NLT) 
1 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where 
Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 

1 Peter 4:12 (NLT) 
12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange were 
happening to you. 
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1 Peter 4:13 (NLT) 
13 Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering, so that you will 
have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the world. 
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