
 

Meant it for Good: Redemption 
Everything is Against Me!  

March 28, 2021 

 Even An Old Victim Becomes A Conquerer When  
They Decide To Trust God 

Symptoms of a Broken Believer  

Genesis 42:29–43:15 (NIV) 
29 When they came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan, they told him all that had happened to 
them. They said,  
30 “The man who is lord over the land spoke harshly to us and treated us as though we were spying on 
the land.  
31 But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we are not spies.  
32 We were twelve brothers, sons of one father. One is no more, and the youngest is now with our father 
in Canaan.’  
33 “Then the man who is lord over the land said to us, ‘This is how I will know whether you are honest 
men: Leave one of your brothers here with me, and take food for your starving households and go.  
34 But bring your youngest brother to me so I will know that you are not spies but honest men. Then I 
will give your brother back to you, and you can trade in the land.’ ”  
35 As they were emptying their sacks, there in each man’s sack was his pouch of silver! When they and 
their father saw the money pouches, they were frightened.  
36 Their father Jacob said to them, “You have deprived me of my children. Joseph is no more and 
Simeon is no more, and now you want to take Benjamin. Everything is against me!”  

A. Over-Reacting  

B. Self-Pity 
37 Then Reuben said to his father, “You may put both of my sons to death if I do not bring him back to 
you. Entrust him to my care, and I will bring him back.”  
38 But Jacob said, “My son will not go down there with you; his brother is dead and he is the only one 
left. If harm comes to him on the journey you are taking, you will bring my gray head down to the grave 
in sorrow.”  

C. Close-mindedness 
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D. Negativism 
Genesis 43:1 - 43:15 (NIV) 
1 Now the famine was still severe in the land.  
2 So when they had eaten all the grain they had brought from Egypt, their father said to them, “Go back 
and buy us a little more food.”  
3 But Judah said to him, “The man warned us solemnly, ‘You will not see my face again unless your 
brother is with you.’  
4 If you will send our brother along with us, we will go down and buy food for you.  
5 But if you will not send him, we will not go down, because the man said to us, ‘You will not see my face 
again unless your brother is with you.’ ”  
6 Israel asked, “Why did you bring this trouble on me by telling the man you had another brother?”  
7 They replied, “The man questioned us closely about ourselves and our family. ‘Is your father still 
living?’ he asked us. ‘Do you have another brother?’ We simply answered his questions. How were we to 
know he would say, ‘Bring your brother down here’?”  
8 Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy along with me and we will go at once, so that we 
and you and our children may live and not die.  

E. Paralyzation 

Why didn’t Jacob know they should  
risk the one for the sake of all of them? 

9 I myself will guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally responsible for him. If I do not bring him 
back to you and set him here before you, I will bear the blame before you all my life.  
10 As it is, if we had not delayed, we could have gone and returned twice.”  
11 Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be, then do this: Put some of the best products of the 
land in your bags and take them down to the man as a gift—a little balm and a little honey, some spices 
and myrrh, some pistachio nuts and almonds.  

F. Absence of Council 
12 Take double the amount of silver with you, for you must return the silver that was put back into the 
mouths of your sacks. Perhaps it was a mistake.  
13 Take your brother also and go back to the man at once.  
14 And may God Almighty grant you mercy before the man so that he will let your other brother and 
Benjamin come back with you. As for me, if I am bereaved, I am bereaved.”  
15 So the men took the gifts and double the amount of silver, and Benjamin also. They hurried down to 
Egypt and presented themselves to Joseph. 
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Overcoming a Victim’s Perspective 

1. Believe Healing Is Really Possible 
Jeremiah 17:14 (NASB95) 
14 Heal me, O Lord, and I will be healed; Save me and I will be saved, For You are my praise. 

2 Peter 1:3 (NLT) 
3 By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all 
of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and 
excellence. 

Psalm 107:20 (ESV) 
20 He sent out his word and healed them, and delivered them from their destruction. 

Proverbs 18:9 (AMP) 
9 He who is loose and slack in his work is brother to him who is a destroyer and he who does not use his 
endeavors to heal himself is brother to him who commits suicide. 

2. Do What You Now Know To Do  
Proverbs 3:5–6 (NIV) 
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;  
6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 
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